
 «Swiss Teacher 
Training Day»
June 24, 2022, Campus PH Zurich, LAC-E071

Conference

09.00 Arrival/Welcome

Michael Prusse (PHZH),  Stefan Keller (ADLES)

09.30 Plenary: Film-based Language Teaching 

Prof. Dr. Engelbert Thaler

This talk will look at the history, genres, rationale, 
selection criteria, objectives, problems, and metho-
dology of Film-Based Language Teaching (FBLL). 
To conclude, it will plead for a balanced approach to 
FBLL.

10.30 Discussion; Questions

10.45 Break

11.00 Workshop series (first round)

12.30 Lunch Break (individual)

14.00 Workshop series (second round)

15.30 Coffee Break

16.00 End of event

Conference organizers
Hansjürg Perino, UZH, Institute of Education Science
Michael Prusse, PHZH, Faculty Master's Programmes in 
Subject-Specific Pedagogy

Location
Campus PH Zurich, Lagerstrasse 2, 8004 Zurich
www.phzh.ch/de/ueber-uns/Adressen-und-Lageplan/ 
Campus-PH-Zurich

https://phzh.ch/de/ueber-uns/Adressen-und-Lageplan/Campus-PH-Zurich/
https://phzh.ch/de/ueber-uns/Adressen-und-Lageplan/Campus-PH-Zurich/


About Prof. Dr. Engelbert Thaler
Engelbert Thaler is professor for ELT at the University 
of Augsburg, Germany. His widespread research in ELT 
methodology has resulted in numerous publications 
and has focused, among other areas, on using audio- 
visual media, teaching English and American literature, 
and on teaching cultural studies. He is also the editor 
of a series of teaching materials, Access, and the 
journal PRAXIS Fremdsprachenunterricht. Some of his 
best-known publications include Lernerfolg durch Ba-
lanced Teaching (2010), Englisch unterrichten (2012), 
Teaching English Literature (2016) and, with regard to 
the topic of this year’s Teacher Training Day, Teaching 
English with Films (2014) and, as an editor, Short Films 
in Language Teaching (2017).
Engelbert Thaler began his career in ELT as a gram-
mar school teacher in Bavaria before returning to 
university in Munich. He taught at the University of 
Teacher Education in Freiburg (Breisgau) before he 
was appointed professor in Augsburg. He is a regular 
speaker at conferences and in seminars for continuing 
education for in-service teachers. For more informati-
on, please refer to his homepage at the University of 
Augsburg.

Additional information on the workshop series
Workshop 1: «Short Films in TEFL» with Prof. Dr. 
Engelbert Thaler

This workshop attempts to answer what is meant by 
short films, why they should be used in the TEFL class-
room, where teachers can find suitable material, what 
subgenres can be distinguished, what quality criteria 
may be applied, what objectives can be determined, 
and how short films can actually be exploited in langu-
age classes. The theoretical argumentation will be sup-
ported by the description, evaluation and classroom 
 

usage of several film examples, which are discussed by 
the workshop participants.

Workshop 2: «Music to my ears: Using music videos in 
the Sek II ELT classroom» with Lynn Williams Leppich
(only in the workshop series in the morning)

Engaging learners. Raising motivation. Modelling 
authentic language use. Consolidating structures 
through repetition. Sharpening insights into langua-
ge appropriacy. Providing audio and visual input for 
reflection and discussion. Lifting spirits through a good 
old sing-song. Is there nothing a music video can’t offer 
the Sek II language classroom? Using a range of illust-
rative examples, this workshop seeks to show how all 
these various facets can be addressed to get maximum 
output from minimal input. Participants will also be 
encouraged to share their own favourite music videos 
for classroom use – and to sing along if they choose!

Workshop 3: «Unsettling Narratives: Teaching Racial 
Literacy through African American Culture» with 
Martin Moling

In this workshop, we will look at the ways in which we 
can fruitfully discuss commonly held narratives per-
taining to race in the United States with our students 
using media such as film, comedy, music and poetry. 
The New York Times Magazine’s «1619 Project» as well 
as postcolonial theory will serve as a backdrop and a 
«toolbox» with which we can engage this material for 
critical analysis, and thus for laying the groundwork for 
advancing racial literacy in our classrooms and beyond.

Workshop 4: «Rich Input for Social Justice: Thinking 
Deep, Speakin’ Easy» with Laura Loder-Büchel

There’s enough nonsense in education and there is 
certainly a place for cute and silly clips and stories, yet 
a teacher’s primary responsibility is to provide their 
learners with rich, meaningful prompts that provoke 
thought and encourage steps towards an open, tole-
rant society. Thus, this workshop will work through a 
tried-out selection of meaningful music videos, clips, 
and ads that are appropriate for upper primary school 
learners using language-focused techniques for wor-
king with these prompts that promote basic commu-
nicative competencies (A2 level) in a typical classroom 
setting, and where the content should act as a spring-
board for deeper discussions in the local language.

Registration
https://tiny.phzh.ch/swissteachertrainingday22
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